Tree change

Leonke Cridland fesds Cagsie on hes “Yallambeasa™ property ot Hargraves
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Tree change

Making the move

packing, preparing and

counting down the days to
that next trip Lo the bush, it's
probably a sign it's Hme to
make “the big move”,

This was exactly the story
of Leonke Cridland and her
hieshand, Jeff Bultitude, whao
v live at “Yallambes™ in
Hargraves, on the Central
Weal Slopes ol MNSW,

Drlglnallgﬂf‘rmn the
Northern ches, they
had tired of corporate Lie
& the stress of daily
Commuting to
Sydney's CRD,

The couple kept
discussing the idea
af a tres-change
“Iediore we
become too old ta
use Hhe land we
hay”.

Which was where
we came ln: the
couple spotted a
Farming Small Areas Expa
sign on the way home from a
country trip ancd suddenly
the ball was rolling.

It ik like the anieerse
wias conspiring to help us.
Froim seing that banmer
everything just happened ®
Mrs Cridland saicl,

Indeed, it did.

They discovered Wiltshire
Horn sheep at the expao.

Then Mr Bultitude began a
TAFE eourss on larming

IF ALL your time Is spent

small areas and the next year

they found themselves on 13
hectares (32 acres) at
Hargraves.

Three years on and they
couldn't be lagpier with
thedr decision,

“Wild horses wouldn't iy
u= back,” Mrs Cridland said.
“It's the hesi thing we ever
did,

“After three years it's still
anrr favourite topic: to tell
peogle all our
experiences and sliow (hem
around the farm.”

Easy-care Wiltshire Horn
aheep were chosen becauss

mulesing and crutching wers

UNNECESSArY.

And. because the slsep
shed their wool, no shearing
was required.

They also miake good
miothers, typically having
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twins or triplets, and have
geroel Body lengith and
carcase welght.

Mr Bultitude said they had
been looking lor stock they
weintild be able borun and
care for as they got alder.

“When we moved o the
country it wasn't just to sil
an a large hlock of land —we

-

wanted todo
something, we had to
develop an enterprise,” he
sakd.

They also run a few
Wiltzhire cross sheep on
thesir property, but aim boe
wised Uemn ol diering the
next two years,

Mr Bultitude said qrowing
wood was never in their
minds, Because i was
“impossibie” to make money
Irodm I o a small block

“It might seem like you are,
but wihen [ sell our woaol,
wihile it books like I'm making
a profit, I'm actually working
for five cents an hour.®

“Sallambes" now carries 5
sheep, chickens and a pig,
whileh i degtine to e
Christmas lunch.

The couple also groww their
own vegetahles and have
pacrre Bl 30 Frovik brees,

They are bullding up their
Wilt=hire Horn flock, and
intend to market them as a
natural, grass-fed lamb
alternative.

biggest changes Mrs
Cridland feced was adjusting
Lo & e wionrk romed inee.

The graphic artist was able
Loy bering her work with her,
but fowmd it hard to kinuekle
derwn when there was so
mikch happening oulside.

Just the other day she lost
an hour watching lambs
being bom, but ratlonalised
It was an howr tat in another
era wonild have been spent
sltting in Svclmey tralfic,

ahe said the change was ot
about getting used bo new
things, rather getting

Mrs Cridland said they had = “un-used® to what she knew.
ajs;:s:etup; : For example, there
wehsite to help : WS 10 Imaare waki
others who Erl'ﬁlﬂll up b an alarm nr:ﬁ:
wanted to make a | sound of the garbage
tree-change. truck — Instead, she

It incorporated rises when ready to
Information . the soumnd of birds amd
about the 2007 nolonger looks out
environment, fire . the window and sees
prevention, Ta .1".:' QU what .IE the neighbonr's
fencing, house- “mg tobeatthis = poyce
hunting and a year’s Farming Small ", we o nautside
chat lorum to P'E?E Bxpo, um 10 .54 can't see another
allow peopleto P=3 house,” Mrs Cridland
disciss Esues., said.

"There's a lot of stulfl people “When we lived in Sydney
need to understand before we knew our immediate
making the mowve,” ahe said. neighbsours but nobody else.

“tou have to be prepared Here | know people for miles
for the hard waork side al it; and miles.”
you've got bo be prepared to W Vislt waw.yallambes. et
ook after the pmperty ar www.seachange-

Chive of the Treechangs.com.au

Jef! Bultitude snd Leonis Cridland fead shedding Patsy and her lambs on lhl:li propearty at
Hargraves.
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